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THE 17™" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR A

Much like today, different gods
and life philosophies were
plentiful in the ancient Roman
world. They were like different
pearls, available for people to
pick and choose which they liked
and wanted to keep.

However, say you had come
across a pearl greater in its
beauty and purity than all of the
others you had seen, one so
valuable it required you to
discard all the rest to obtain it.
There's a sense of urgency in the
decision too. A pearl this
valuable, like treasure found in a
field, will not remain available
like this for long. Looking at it,
you know you must decide
quickly while it is still available.

Would it be worth it to you?

When Jesus talks about the
‘kingdom of heaven’ or the
‘kingdom of God' being like a
pearl of great price, he's
referring to the value of the new
way of living available through
him.

As St Paul explains in this week’s
second reading, the kingdom of
heaven is not just about eternal
life. It is primarily about being
shaped to become like Jesus,
including in the here and now.

We share Jesus' wisdom, his
capacity to love others and his
relationship with the Father. We
live with Christ’s life, we become
moulded to his ways,
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A Pearl of Great Price

and we take on Christ's whole
way of being as our own.

The imagery offered by the
parables in the  gospels
describes the right response to
finding the kingdom of heaven,
which is to give up everything
else that has value in order to
pursue it. Whether it costs us
success, security, pleasure, or
the respect of others, the
kingdom of heaven is worth the
very highest price.

St Matthew understands how
the kingdom of heaven can
change a person. Not only has
he given up everything,
including riches and security, for
the kingdom of heaven but, in
attaining it, he is like the head of
a household who can welcome
others into the kingdom and
give its  treasures  away.
However, there is no
understanding of the kingdom
of heaven as Jesus describes it
without a life-changing
commitment to stay on its
course.

As our first reading explains,
King Solomon, at the start of his
life, found this pearl of great
price and placed it at the very
centre of his life. Solomon
disregarded offers of health,
wealth and security and instead
prized knowing the heart and
mind of God. However, as the
books of Kings go on to
document, the wealth and life of
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pleasure drew Solomon’s focus
away from the wisdom he once
prized above everything.

The life on offer from God gives
us meaning and joy. It offers us
a life where “all things work for
good for those who love God.” It
is worth it to cast everything
aside to attain it.

Joseph Doyle
© Majellan Media 2026

Diary Dates

July 26 - Film - St Thérese of Lisieux,
2.00pm Parish Centre.

July 27 - ASPIRE - 5.30pm,
D'Arcy Room behind
St Mary's Chapel

August 2 - Parish Morning Tea,
D'Arcy Room after the
9.00am Mass

Christian Meditation

Tuesdays, 12 noon at the Parish
Centre.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Carmelite Missionaries, Thursdays,
4.00 - 5.00pm, St Mary’'s Chapel

Carmelite Monastery
after the 7am Mass on
the first Friday of the

Month
-

St Carthage'’s Cathedral

5.00pm on the first Friday of the
Month

St Carthage's Cathedral - Carmelite Monastery - St Dympna's, Dunoon - St Carthage's Primary School - St John's College, Woodlawn -

Trinity Catholic College - St Carthage's Community Care - St Matthew’s Retirement Village - St Vincent’s Hospital



Mass Times

St Carthage’s Cathedral, Lismore
Tuesday-Thursday 8.00am

Friday 12.05pm

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm

Sunday 9.00am and 11.00am
Reconciliation

Friday 11.30am to 11.50am
Saturday 4.45pm to 5.15pm

St Vincent's Hospital Chapel
Wednesday 12 noon

Carmelite Monastery Chapel, Goonellabah

Monday-Friday 7.00am
Saturday 8.00am
Sunday 7.00am

St Dympna’s Church, Dunoon
Sunday 8.30am

Our Lady Help Of Christians, South Lismore
Saturday Vigil 4.00pm

Parish Contact Details

PARISH OFFICE

11 Leycester St, Lismore NSW 2480
8.30am-4.00pm weekdays

P: 6626 0200

E: admin@stcarthages.org.au

W: www.stcarthages.org.au

Postal: PO Box 2, Lismore NSW 2480
Business Manager: Ray Dunn
Operations Manager: Lance Axman
Parish Secretary: Jenny Falls
Pastoral Associate: Sr Evelyn Omosora CM

PARISH CLERGY
Most Rev Gregory Homeming OCD
Bishop of Lismore Diocese
Rev Fr Bing Monteagudo
Parish Administrator
Rev Fr Philip Borla
Assistant Priest
Rev Mr Graeme Davis
Deacon

SCHOOL PRINCIPALS

St Carthage's Primary School
Janelle Heffernan - Ph: 6621 5529
St John's College, Woodlawn
Annette Reen - Ph: 6626 2600
Trinity Catholic College

Jesse Smith - Ph: 6627 6600

Our Lady Help Of Christians
Brendan Moloney - Ph: 6621 5490

COMMUNITY CARE

St Carthage's Community Care
CEO: Ray Dunn - Ph: 6620 0000
W: www.stccc.org.au

5.30pm
Reader 1
Reader 2
Offertory
Extraordinary Minister
Collection
9.00am
Reader 1
Reader 2
Offertory
Extraordinary Minister
Collection
11.00am
Reader 1
Reader 2
Offertory
Extraordinary Minister

Collection

Saturday 25 July
Pauline C
Janelle H

Denny Family
Br John H & Margaret C
Steven M & Thomas K
Sunday 26 July
Alison Cleaver
Pauline G
Rosa Mae H & Minda A
Daryl G
Emegilda F & Dion D
Sunday 26 July
Margaret A
Gemma B
Vincymol L & Sujo M
Steve Moran

Kelvin B & Leo B

Saturday 1 August
Fiona F
John M
Paul & Noelene G
Julian H & Margaret C
Rick LC & Brian L
Sunday 2 August
JillR
Robert I
Rodney & Mhieme M
BrBill S
Emegilda F & Lester G
Sunday 2 August
Kathy B
May H
Tintu & Pavin J
Jennifer J

Kelvin B & Christopher C

For your prayers

Of your charity please pray for the repose of the souls of those who
have died recently: Kathleen Gallagher, Gordon Dowey, Cyril Connors,
Fred Howard, Trevor Nicolia, Graeme Keillah, Terese Manson,

Christine Pezzutti.

And for those whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Ray and Vera Devoy, Paolo Fusarelli, Raby Blake, Emily McNamara,
Hilda and Brice Hall, Dennis Sleigh, Paul Williams, Aida Stevens,
Norma Quiblat, Susan Pezzutti, Ann Donnelly, Maureen Bermingham,
Jenna Bermingham, Clyde Richards, Sam and Mary Albertini,

Nola and Maurice Quinlan, Mathew and Mary Ulahannan.

Please also remember the sick and all in need who have asked for our
prayers: Maureen Patch, Dawn Brohier, Moira Turndull, Angela Tucker,
Cloe Kiely, Jacob Rixon, Jeff Herman, Marlene Tooley.

Special Intentions: Deceased members of the Coffey Family,

Bridget Collits.

If you know of anyone who requires Home Communion please call

the office on 6626 0200.

Early years

Safeguarding means the

measures and actions taken to prevent,
respond to and report abuse, exploitation and harm and,

Young People

Safeguarding @

LISMORE

in doing so, protect the welfare and human rights of people involved in,

or affected by, Diocesan activities, ministries and services.

Inclusive of all ages, abilities and cultures.

Safeguarding Office:

F: 02 6621 9444 (Chancery)

E: safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au



http://www.stccc.org.au/

Sixth World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly

Today, July 26, we celebrate the sixth World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly.

In his message for the day, which this year coincides with the Feast of St Joachim and Anne,
Pope Leo XIV said: ‘The celebration of the World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly is an
opportunity to rediscover that the Church is called to be a mother to all and that at any age it is
always possible to recognise ourselves as sons and daughters of God. May this day, therefore,
be an inspiration for everyone, especially the young, to revive the beautiful custom of visiting
their grandparents, the elderly members of the family and even those who have no one to visit
them.

We pray for all our grandparents, the elderly and those who play a mentoring role in our lives.
May they know how much they are loved and appreciated.

Marian Pilgrimage

On Saturday July 18 our Parish Young Adults made their Marian Pilgrimage to Canungra,
Queensland where they were blessed to celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel with
the Italian Community.

The pilgrimage was a grace-filled opportunity to deepen their faith, foster new friendships, and
strengthen their bonds with young adults from neighbouring parishes.

The Marist House of Light

Silent Book club: New participants are welcome! Our next meeting is on
Friday July 31st 10am - 12pm. Cost is $5+ book cost. A relaxing exploration
of an engaging spiritual book!

Spiritual book shop: Why not pop in for a visit to see the wide range of
spiritual books we have available for sale?

Reflection gatherings: These will return in late August covering a variety
of topics and offering additional times that will be more convenient for
those unable to attend weekday mornings. Why not consider coming along?
Private retreats: Our retreat facility offers en-suited comfortable rooms
that are available for private retreat stays. You are welcome to join us for a
day up to a week or longer. To discuss options contact us as follows; Ring us
on 0438 689 137 or email us at maristhouseoflight@gmail.com

Welcome to the life
and faith of the
Catholic Church,
Tactum Sonntag-Bol
Theo, Sophia and
Saskia Brannigan

Interest Rate—4.15% (off 1/8/2026)

Diocesan
For further information and our current interest rate. Investment
please visit our website www.dif.org.au or contact us on 'E} Fund
1800 802 516 B

Bell Tower Library

The Bell Tower Library is now
operating at St Carthage’s
Cathedral before and after the

weekend Masses.
All books have been donated so please take one
at a time. This is an honour system, no records

will be kept.

We need helpful parishioners to assist with the
opening and closing of the library. If you can help
or have faith books to donate please contact Beth
on 0426 295 013.
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First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5. 7-12

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 85:5-6. 9-10. 15-16. R. v.5

(R.) Lord, I love your commands.

My part, | have resolved, O Lord,

is to obey your word.

The law from your mouth means more to me
thank silver and gold. (R.)

Let your love be ready to console me

by your promise to your servant.

Let your love come to me and | shall live
for your law is my delight. (R.)

That is why | love your commands

more than the finest gold.

That is why | rule my life by your precepts:
| hate false ways. (R.)

Your will is wonderful indeed;
therefore | obey it.

The unfolding of your word gives light
and teaches the simple. (R)
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Introducing

Catholic Youth Lismore

This week, the Diocese launches Catholic Youth Lismore, a new initiative
of the Diocesan Youth Council designed to strengthen, unite, and grow
youth ministry across the Diocese. The initiative responds to young
people's desire for belonging, connection, and opportunities to
encounter Christ and His Church.

Catholic Youth Lismore provides a shared identity for parish and
diocesan youth ministry while allowing local groups to continue
operating as they do now. The initiative will connect young people

through diocesan events, ministry opportunities, and online
. . . engagement.
Second Reading: Romans 8:28-30
Young people, parishes, and schools can connect with Catholic Youth
Lismore on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube by searching
@CatholicYouthLismore,

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Blessed are you, Father the Lord of heaven
and Earth;

you have revealed to little ones the mysteries
of the kingdom.

Alleluia!
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Scan to learn more

Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52

Ignite Conference 26
We invite all young people to consider attending the Ignite Conference at
St. Laurence’s College, Brisbane from September 24 to 27.

A<CENS

IGNITE CONFERENCE 26

This is a powerful national Catholic conference for high school students,
young adults, and leaders, with great speakers, worship, and opportunities
to grow in faith.

‘Registration: $320
‘Accommodation: $250 (optional for young adults)
‘Free transport available (limited places)

Please scan the QR code to express interest. Expressions of interest close on August 5.

Planned Giving and Collections
Bank Deposit: Please use Surname and envelope number (if applicable) as a reference e.g. Smith - giving

First Collection (Support of Diocesan Priests) -

St Carthage’s Cathedral Parish Clergy Account

BSB 062 565 A/c 10435601

Second Collection (Support of Parish and Ministries) -
St Carthage's Cathedral Parish General Account

BSB 062 565 A/c 10435599

What do you think about the new bulletin?
Please complete the feedback form available at the back of the church and place on the collection
plates or email admin@stcarthages.org.au with your suggestions and feedback.
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