
Parish Bulletin
St Carthage’s Cathedral Parish, Lismore

Serving the communities of:
· St Carthage’s Cathedral, Lismore
Mass Times
Tues-Thurs 8.00am, Fri 12.05pm
Sat Vigil 5.30pm, Sun 9am & 11am
Reconciliation-Fri 11.30am-11.50am 
Sat 4.45pm-5.15pm 
·St Vincent’s Hospital Chapel 
Wed 12noon 
· Carmelite Monastery Chapel, 
 Goonellabah 
Mon-Fri 7am, Sat 8am, Sun 7am
 

· St Dympna’s Church, Dunoon
 Sunday - 8.30am 
PARISH OFFICE 
Business Manager: Ray Dunn
Operations Manager: Lance Axman
Admin. Assistant: Jenny Falls
Pastoral Associate: Sr Evelyn Omosora 
Doyle House, 6 Leycester Street
Lismore, NSW 2480.
8.30am-4.00pm weekdays
P: 6626 0200
E: admin@stcarthages.org.au
W: www.stcarthages.org.au
Postal Address
PO Box 2, Lismore, NSW 2480
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS
St Carthage’s Primary School
Janelle Heffernan 
Ph: 66215529
St John’s College, Woodlawn
Annette Reen
Ph: 6626 2600
Trinity Catholic College
Jesse Smith
Ph: 6627 6600
COMMUNITY CARE
St Carthage’s Community Care
CEO: Ray Dunn
Ph: 6620 0000
W: www.stccc.org.au
PARISH CLERGY
Bishop of Lismore 
Bishop Gregory Homeming OCD
Administrator
Fr Bing Monteagudo 
Assistant Priest
Fr Philip Borla
Deacon 
Revd Graeme Davis 

Palm Sunday
Next Sunday 29 March is Palm Sunday. Those attending the 9am Mass are
invited to assemble on the grounds in front of the Cathedral for the Blessing of
the Palms followed by Procession into the Cathedral.
Those attending the Vigil Mass gather within the Cathedral for the Blessing of
the Palms. 
Parishioners are invited to bring their own palm or evergreen for the blessing. 
Easter Vigil
The Easter Vigil Mass will be held on Saturday 4 April at 7.00pm in the
Cathedral. We ask you to please bing your own candle in a drip free
container/holder to use during this celebration.

22nd March 2026, Fifth Sunday of Lent, Year A

Diocesan Pastoral Council and Youth Council Commissioning Mass
The Diocesan Pastoral Council (DPC) gathered last week for their retreat formation

program. This retreat challenged participants to pray, speak boldly, 
and listen with humility.

On Sunday 15 March, Bishop Greg celebrated a commissioning Mass for the DPC
and Diocesan Youth Council (DYC) at the Cathedral, co-celebrated by 

Fr James Foster, Fr Paul McDonald, Fr Joy D’Souza and Deacons Anthony Gooley,
Shane Hyland, Chris Wallace and Graeme Davis.

In his homily, Bishop Greg reflected on their nine-year journey to this moment:
“The living God has provided. He has provided two wonderful councils

commissioned today. I know with the help of God they will provide what I need.’

2nd Rite of Reconciliation
The 2nd Rite of Reconciliation in the Catholic Church is a communal celebration of
forgiveness. It involves gathering as a community for prayers, Scripture, and an
examination of conscience, followed by individual confession and absolution by
priests, offering a blend of community prayer and private confession. 
On Wednesday, 1 April at 6.00pm in the Cathedral, The 2nd Rite of Reconciliation
will be held.  All are welcome to attend.
Prior to Easter, Reconciliation will be held at the usual times of 11.30 - 11.50am,
Friday 27 March and 4.45 - 5.15pm Saturday 28 March.



Fifth Sunday of Lent
21 -22  March 2026st nd

Since October 2023, Caritas Jerusalem staff  in Gaza
have endured displacement, personal loss, and danger
alongside the communities they serve. 
 You can support Project Compassion 2026 through
the envelopes available at the back of the church, by
scanning the QR code, or calling: 1800 024 413

Thank you for standing with us, as we Unite Against
Poverty this Lent.

DATES TO REMEMBER
Chrism Mass - Monday 23 March, 11.00am,
Cathedral
Annunciation of the Lord - Wednesday 25 March,
8.00am, Cathedral

March 28/29 - Palm Sunday, Year A
 

Saturday 5.30pm
Reader 1                                   Pauline C
Reader 2                                   Jonalyn A
Offertory                                  Barnes Family
Extraordinary Minister       Margaret C & Br Hilet
Collectors                                 Rick LC & Brian L
 

Sunday 9.00am
Reader 1                                   Elizabeth McG
Reader 2                                   Alison C
Offertory                                  Nyasha K & Pretty L
Extraordinary Minister          Br Bill S
Collectors                  Emegilda F & Luzviminda M
Sunday 11.00am
Reader 1                                   Nestor B
Reader 2                                   Gemma B
Offertory                                  Floxy and Family
Extraordinary Minister          Steve M
Collectors                                Kelvin B & Bella M
 

March 21/22 - The Fifth Sunday of Lent, Year A
 

Saturday 5.30pm
Reader 1                                   Margaret C
Reader 2                                   Fiona F
Offertory                                  Tessy and Family
Extraordinary Minister      Suzanne N & Pauline C
Collectors                                Brian L & Steve M
 

Sunday 9.00am
Reader 1                                   Georgia H
Reader 2                                   Pauline G
Offertory                                Anupa/Maxon Family
Extraordinary Minister           Darryl G
Collectors                  Emegilda F & Luzviminda M
Sunday 11.00am
Reader 1                                   Eliza B
Reader 2                                   May H
Offertory                                  Amalaseelan Family
Extraordinary Minister           Steve M
Collectors                                 Leo B & Kelvin B
 

Liturgy Roster

Liturgy times for Triduum and Easter - Cathedral
 

Monday 23 March: 
Chrism Mass - 11.00am

Thursday 2 April: 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper - 7.00pm 

Friday 3 April: 
Office of Readings and Morning Prayers - 9.00am

Stations of the Cross - 10.00am 
 Celebration of the Lord’s Passion - 3.00pm

Saturday 4 April: 
Office of Readings and Morning Prayers - 9.00am

Easter Vigil Mass - 7.00pm 

Easter Sunday 5 April: 
Carmelite Monastery - 7.00am

Dunoon - 8.30am
Cathedral - Mass of the Lord’s Resurrection - 9.00am

Please note: 
There will be no 11am Mass on Easter Sunday.

Reconciliation -Cathedral
 

Friday 27 March 11.30 - 11.50am
Saturday 28 March 4.45 - 5.15pm

2nd Rite Of Reconciliation - 
Cathedral, Wednesday 1 April at 6.00pm

BAPTISM
 

 Our Parish family welcomes 
into the faith and life of the
 Catholic Church this week

Millie Leah Manning

Day of the Unborn Child – Wednesday March 25

 The Day of the Unborn Child is Wednesday,
March 25, coinciding with the 

Feast of the Annunciation of the Lord. 
Parishioners are invited to join in a walk around the

CBD after the 8.00am Mass in support of the
Unborn Child. 

Please meet outside Toyworld in Woodlark Street 
at 8.45am

Contacts: Bill 0458 483 321 | Jennifer 0488 335 936



 

 

For your prayers;
Of your charity please pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently: Americo Melchior,
Gloria Garbolo, Gigi Tamayo, Susan Connors, Beth Sanotti, Monica Falls, Patricia Ficarra, Margaret Godfrey,
John Llewelyn, Carmel Juleff, Michael Davis, Margaret Clark, Chris Corkill, Naree Smith.
And for those whose anniveraries occur at this time: John Gibson, Oliverio Monteagudo, Robert Schmidt,
Casimera Calunsad, Rhonda Coffey, Patrick Coughlan, Clare Condon, Umberto Fabiani, Frank Bermingham.
Please aslo remember the sick and all in need who have asked for our prayers: Maurice Stralow, Jeff  Herman,
Fernando Polinar Cempron, Louise Bradford-Smith, David Liska, Pamela Rom, Mary Herne, Jo Hancock,
Avonia Moran, Gina Marquez, Carol Ashton,Connor McAllum, Angela Tucker, Mary Engleman, Lisa Ferris,
Russell Watt, Esther Todd, Teresa Almanza, Michael Martin. 

 What’s on at the Marist House of Light? 
Weekend silent retreat: Friday April 10th 5pm – 8pm &
Saturday 9am – 3pm. 
Live in $170, live out $90. 3 live in & 5 live out places
available. 
Theme: How do we nurture the Spiritual in our daily life!
 
Reflection morning: Tuesday March 31st: 9.30 – midday
Theme: ‘Embracing the new life of Easter’
Private retreats: If you would like to take some quiet for a
private retreat please contact us to discuss possible options.
Silent Book Club: Held on the last Friday of the month. 
A Book Club with a difference! An opportunity for fellowship,
sharing & quiet. Cost $5 + the price of the book. 
To book: maristhouseoflight@gmail.com or ring 0438 689 137

 

Jesus is the true messiah
 

What an extraordinary Lenten journey it’s been! Five weeks ago, we began with the temptation of Jesus. We heard that
Jesus was subjected to tests and trials, just as we are, yet without sinning. The following week, the gospel called for a
decision. After his transfiguration, and with the assurance of being God’s beloved Son, Jesus faced a difficult choice to
journey to Jerusalem. Over the next two weeks, we encountered two unique faith stories. For the Samaritan woman,
faith called her to be an apostle to her village, and for the man blind from birth, faith resulted in him being driven out
of his community. Today, we contemplate the reality of death, and Jesus’ promise that “whoever lives and believes in
me will never die.” 
 

The dramatic story of Lazarus’ resurrection is Jesus’ last sign and miracle before his own passion and death. In a way,
Lazarus’ death and resurrection, points to the death and resurrection of Jesus. Both events show that Jesus is the true
Messiah. However, while Lazarus was raised to a renewed earthly life, Jesus was raised forever. 
 

Martha and Mary show the vulnerability of faith in the midst of heartache. They have faith, but they demand Jesus’
physical presence, which gives rise to a sense of hopelessness when Jesus doesn’t arrive in time to prevent Lazarus’
death: “If you had been here my brother would not have died.” But the promise given is that God’s gift of eternal life
breaks opens the constraints of mortal life. Jesus says to Lazarus, “Unbind him. Let him go free.” Death is never the
end of the road.
 

‘Hopelessness’ doesn’t exist in the vocabulary of those who believe in the resurrection that Jesus promised. Jesus
embraced hopelessness and became hope for the world. Fear loses its control over those who believe in the
resurrection. Just as Jesus took away the stone from Lazarus’ tomb, he takes away the stones of despair in our lives.
Our disappointments, failures, frustrations and losses become the seedbeds of hope and new life. 
 

To Martha, and to us, Jesus poignantly asks: “Do you believe this?” We must never underestimate the power of this
question. It’s asked of us every time we bury a loved one, and it’s central in preparing for our own death. Martha’s
response to Jesus’ question, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ the Son of God,” is an extraordinary act of
faith in Jesus before his resurrection.
 

Jesus shows that there is a life beyond the grave, even as our mortal bodies await resurrection at the end of time. While
physical life will cease, the God-life (eternal life) that has been given to us through Jesus will never cease. Jesus made
eternal life possible for all of us through the gift of his life, and it’s already at work in our lives.
 

David J Hore CSsR © Majellan Media 2026
Holy Land Collection

The annual collection for the support of the
church in the Holy Land 

will take place on Good Friday.
This collection promotes the missionary work of

the Church in the Holy Land by providing
welfare assistance to local Christians in areas

such as health, education, employment, housing
parishes and orphanages. 

It is also used to maintain over 70 churches and
shrines associated with the life of Jesus.

Envelopes can be found at the back of the
church and can be placed in any of the

collection trays. 



FIRST READING
Ezekiel 37:12-14
I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 129. R. v.7
(R.) With the Lord there is mercy
and fullness of redemption.
1. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, 
Lord, hear my voice!
O let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my pleading. (R.)
2. If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, 
Lord, who would survive?
But with you is found forgiveness:
for this we revere you. (R.)
3. My soul is waiting for the Lord, 
I count on his word.
My soul is longing for the Lord
more than watchman for daybreak.
(Let the watchman count on daybreak
and Israel on the Lord.) (R.)
4. Because with the Lord there is mercy 
and fullness of redemption,
Israel indeed he will redeem
from all its iniquity. (R.)
SECOND READING
Romans 8:8-11
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is
living in you, then he will give life to your own mortal
bodies.

and for your sake I am glad I was not there because now you
will believe. But let us go to him.’ Then Thomas – known as
the Twin – said to the other disciples, ‘Let us go too, and die
with him.’
On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb
for four days already. Bethany is only about two miles from
Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
sympathise with them over their brother. When Martha heard
that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary remained
sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been
here, my brother would not have died, but I know that even
now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your
brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I
know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’
Jesus said:
‘I am the resurrection and the life.
If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live,
and whoever lives and believes in me
will never die.
Do you believe this?’
‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the
Son of God, the one who was to come into this world.’
When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary,
saying in a low voice, ‘The Master is here and wants to see
you.’ Hearing this, Mary got up quickly and went to him.
Jesus had not yet come into the village; he was still at the
place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who were
in the house sympathising with Mary saw her get up so
quickly and go out, they followed her, thinking that she was
going to the tomb to weep there.
Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she threw
herself at his feet, saying, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.’ At the sight of her tears, and
those of the Jews who followed her, Jesus said in great
distress, with a sigh that came straight from the heart, ‘Where
have you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus
wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But
there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the
blind man, could he not have prevented this man’s death?’
Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a
stone to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’
Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the
fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told you that if you
believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took away the
stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said:
‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer.
I knew indeed that you always hear me,
but I speak
for the sake of all these who stand round me,
so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’
When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus,
here! Come out!’ The dead man came out, his feet and hands
bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus
said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’
Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen
what he did believed in him.
The Gospel of the Lord
Response: 
Praise to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ.

NEXT WEEK
Isaiah 50:4-7
Philippians 2:6-11
Matthew 26:14 – 27:66

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
John 11:25. 26
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord;
whoever believes in me will not die for ever.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
GOSPEL
John 11:1-45
There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the
village of Bethany with the two sisters, Mary and
Martha, and he was ill. – It was the same Mary, the
sister of the sick man Lazarus, who anointed the Lord
with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair. The
sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you
love is ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said,
‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s
glory, and through it the Son of God will be glorified.’
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet
when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he
was for two more days before saying to the disciples,
‘Let us go to Judaea.’ The disciples said, ‘Rabbi, it is
not long since the Jews wanted to stone you; are you
going back again?’ Jesus replied:
    ‘Are there not twelve hours in the day?
    A man can walk in the daytime without stumbling
    because he has the light of this world to see by;
    but if he walks at night he stumbles,
    because there is no light to guide him.’
He said that and then added, ‘Our friend Lazarus is
resting, I am going to wake him.’ The disciples said to
him, ‘Lord, if he is able to rest he is sure to get better.’
The phrase Jesus used referred to the death of
Lazarus, but they thought that by ‘rest’ he meant
‘sleep’, so Jesus put it plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; 
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