Parish Bulletin

St Carthage’s Cathedral Parish, Lismore

Serving the communities of:

- St Carthage’s Cathedral, Lismore
Mass Times

Tues-Thurs 8.00am, Fri 12.05pm

Sat Vigil 5.30pm, Sun 9am & 11am
Reconciliation-Fri 11.30am-11.50am
Sat 4.45pm-5.15pm

-St Vincent’s Hospital Chapel
Wed 12noon

+ Carmelite Monastery Chapel,
Goonellabah
Mon-Fri 7am, Sat 8am, Sun 7am

+ St Dympna’s Church, Dunoon
Sunday - 8.30am

PARISH OFFICE

Business Manager: Ray Dunn
Operations Manager: Lance Axman
Admin. Assistant: Jenny Falls

Pastoral Associate: Sr Evelyn Omosora

Doyle House, 6 Leycester Street
Lismore, NSW 2480.
8.30am-4.00pm weekdays

P: 6626 0200

E: admin@stcarthages.org.au
W: www.stcarthages.org.au
Postal Address

PO Box 2, Lismore, NSW 2480

SCHOOL PRINCIPALS

St Carthage’s Primary School
Janelle Heffernan

Ph: 66215529

St John’s College, Woodlawn
Annette Reen

Ph: 6626 2600

Trinity Catholic College

Jesse Smith

Ph: 6627 6600

COMMUNITY CARE

St Carthage’s Community Care
CEO: Ray Dunn

Ph: 6620 0000

W: www.stcce.org.au

PARISH CLERGY

Bishop of Lismore

Bishop Gregory Homeming OCD
Administrator

Fr Bing Monteagudo

Assistant Priest

Fr Philip Borla

Deacon

Revd Graeme Davis

]

Diocesan
Ld] Investment
G_}_ Fund

For further information
and our current interest
rate, please visit our web-
site www.dif.org.au
or contact us on
1800 802 516

8th March 2026, Third Sunday of Lent, Year A

Community and School’s Mass

The first Community and School’s Mass will be held on Saturday 14 March,
5.30pm at the Cathedral.

This Mass will be led by the youth in our parish.

Due to the construction taking place at the Cathedral Precinct the sausage
sizzle will not be held.

St Patrick’s Day - 17 March

Saint Patrick is the Patron Saint of the Diocese of
Lismore. He was successful in preaching the Gospel and
converting much of Ireland to Catholicism.

Over the years many Irish priests, nuns and brothers have
worked in parishes and schools of our Diocese.

The 8.00am Mass in the Cathedral on Tuesday 17 March
will be a celebration of this day.

You are all welcome to attend.

ASPIRE

Young Adult Spiritual Formation
All young adults aged 18-35 are invited to join ASPIRE
with Bishop Greg, OCD on Wednesday, 18 March, 5:30 PM to 6:30 PM
in the D’Arcy Room (behind St Mary’s Chapel).

If you’re seeking purpose, community, and a deeper relationship with
God, this gathering is for you. Come be inspired, connect with others,
and grow in faith together.

For more information, contact Sr Di Moralde, CM at 0434 772 867 or
dmoralde@lismore.catholic.org.au.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Children from St Carthage’s Primary school will be celebrating the Sacrament
of Confirmation on Thursday 19 March. Please keep the children and their
families in your prayers.

Chrism Mass

The Chrism Mass will be held on Monday

23 March in the Cathedral at 11.00am.

During this Mass the Priests and Deacons gather
around the Bishop who blesses the Holy Oils for
use in the coming year. It is also a time where the
clergy renew their vows.

Parishioners are encouraged to attend this Mass
that celebrates the priesthood, the sacraments and
our unity as a Diocese.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
The Carmelite Missionaries are inviting you to join with
them in their 1 hour adoration every Thursday,
4.00-5.00pm in St Mary’s Chapel.
For further information, approach any of the sisters or
call 0434 772 867.




Liturgy Roster
March 07/08 - Third Sunday of Lent, A

Saturday 5.30pm
Reader 1

Reader 2

Offertory
Extraordinary Minister
Collectors

Sunday 9.00am

Reader 1

Reader 2

Offertory
Extraordinary Minister
Collectors

Sunday 11.00am
Reader 1

Reader 2

Offertory
Extraordinary Minister
Collectors

Janelle H

Suzanne N

Annabel & Daryl P
Julian H & Margaret C
Rick LC & Brian L

Alison C
Russell S
Burgett Family
BrBill S
Emegilda F &
Luzviminda M

Kathy B

Gemma B

Sony and Annie J
Nestor B

Kelvin B & Leo B

March 14/15 - Fourth Sunday of Lent, A
Saturday 5.30pm - Youth Mass

Reader 1

Reader 2

Offertory
Extraordinary Minister
Collectors

Sunday 9.00am

Reader 1

Reader 2

Offertory
Extraordinary Minister
Collectors

Sunday 11.00am
Reader 1

Reader 2

Offertory
Extraordinary Minister
Collectors

Youth Reader
Youth Reader
Youth

Janelle H & Fiona F
Brian L & Steven M

Kathy B

Robert I

Sherin J & Amala S
Margaret I

Emegilda F & Lester G

Steve M

Jonalyn A

Rixon Family
Nestor B

Rosa H & Deone D

Stations of the Cross

Stations of the Cross will be held in the Cathedral at

6.00pm every Friday during Lent.

All are welcome to attend.

Bishop Greg’s Lenten Talks

Bishop Greg’s final Lenten talk will be held in

St Mary’s Chapel on Monday 9 March, 6.00pm.

Union With God

All are most welcome to attend.

If you’re looking for a school where your child will
be known, supported and challenged to thrive, we
would love to meet you. Come and experience
St Carthage’s for yourself at our Open Afternoon on
Tuesday 24th March.

Take a guided tour between 4:00 - 5:45pm, meet our

teachers, explore our new playground and discover

what makes our school such a special place to learn
and grow.

Applications are now open — we encourage families
to submit their enrolment forms as soon as possible.

glg Caritas | PROJECT
PR AUSTRALIA COMPASSION

Third Sunday of Lent
7th - 8" March 2026

Monoranjon lives in a village in Bangladesh close to
the sea, where floods and storms often damage his
crops and his home. With support from Project
Compassion, he learnt climate-resilient farming
techniques and new ways to diversify his income,
helping his family survive and build a safer, more
sustainable future.

You can support Project Compassion 2026 through
the envelopes available at the back of the church, by
scanning the QR code, or calling: 1800 024 413
Thank you for standing with us, as we Unite Against
Poverty this Lent.




Jesus shows us the way to care

Breaking boundaries is not always a good thing! In fact, we do well, for the most part, to stay within the boundaries set by
family, community, workplace, church and state. However, if we are to grow in our calling to be missionary disciples of
Jesus, we need to realise that Jesus himself was not afraid to question prejudices and break boundaries when the mission
requires it.

This is precisely what happens in this week’s story of Jesus meeting the Samaritan woman at the well. First of all, as a rabbi
or teacher, he was not supposed to enter into dialogue with a woman, certainly not on a one-to-one basis. Second, as a Jew,
he was supposed to despise Samaritan people — in much the same ways as many Jews in the State of Israel despise
Palestinian people today.

However, Jesus pays scant regard to such cultural and religious taboos by asking the Samaritan woman for water. We
might say her reaction shows she was totally freaked out: “What, you a Jew, ask me a Samaritan for a drink?”” She then
becomes almost hostile and even sarcastic when Jesus suggests he could give her “living water”: “You have no bucket sir ...
are you greater than our father Jacob?”

Jesus again speaks of the water he is offering as quenching people’s thirst forever. Here Jesus breaks through the woman’s
defences. Jesus then demonstrates he is fully aware of the woman’s irregular marriage situation — having had five husbands
and now living with someone else! Yet, Jesus 1s not fazed by this, nor dismissive of the woman and her life-experiences.

To the contrary, Jesus draws the woman to pronounce him as a prophet as well as acknowledging something of her own
faith in the God of Israel and the promised Messiah. Here is the only place in the ministry of Jesus where he identifies
himself as the Messiah: “I who am speaking to you, I am he!”

The woman’s response is immediate. She takes off to inform the other people of the village she has met Christ the Messiah.
Many came to believe, not just because of the strength of her testimony, but on account of their own experience of Jesus
as “Saviour of the World”.

What we need to learn from this gospel story is that we are not called to be missionary disciples of Jesus on account of our
own gifts or talents. The Samaritan woman was no paragon of virtue, yet Jesus, who knew everything about her, loved her
and commissioned her to bring good news to others.

There is something else we can learn from the Samaritan woman, namely her honesty and straight-forward way of
speaking. She does not pretend to be somebody other than who she is; yet, she is open to change her viewpoint and
behaviour. She is also prepared to break boundaries by entering into dialogue with Jesus. Like the Samaritan woman, let us
dialogue with Jesus and take his message of divine love and forgiveness to others.

Gerard Hall SM
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safeguarding Office g o

Catholic Gift and Bookshop

The Safeguarding Office is

Why not pop into the Catholic Gift and Bookshop to buy that
special gift.

Confirmation and Baptism gifts, books and cards and so
much more is available at Level 2, St Vincent’s Hospital.

The shop is open 9am - 3.00pm, Monday to Friday.

avoiloble to;

listen to your concerns respectfully
and to offer support,
to provide guidance in
embedding Safeguarding
Standords
Safeguarding Office:
#:0l BE2T 94 1 *
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Please remember in your prayers;

Recently Deceased: Monica Falls, Patricia Ficarra, Margaret Godfrey, John Llewelyn,
Carmel Juleff, Margaret Clark, Chris Corkill, Naree Smith, Anna Battista, Paul O’Connor,
Del Ezzy, Michael Davis.

Sick: Maurice Stralow, Fernando Polinar Cempron, Jeff Herman, Louise Bradford-Smith,
David Liska, Pamela Rom, Mary Herne, Jo Hancock, Avonia Moran, Gina Marquez,

Carol Ashton,Connor McAllum, Angela Tucker, Mary Engleman, Russell Watt, Lisa Ferris,
Esther Todd, Teresa Almanza, Michael Martin.

Anniversary: Casimera Calunsad, Rhonda Coffey, Patrick Coughlan, Clare Condon,
Umberto Fabiani, Frank Bermingham.

Special Intentions: All whose anniversary is at this time.



FIRST READING
Exodus 17:3-7

Tormented by thirst, the people complained against
Moses. ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt?’ they
said. ‘“Was it so that I should die of thirst, my children
too, and my cattle?’ Moses appealed to the Lord. ‘How
am I to deal with this people?’ he said. ‘A little more
and they will stone me!” The Lord said to Moses,

‘Take with you some of the elders of Israel and move
on to the forefront of the people; take in your hand the
staff with which you struck the river, and go. I shall be
standing before you there on the rock, at Horeb. You
must strike the rock, and water will flow from it for the
people to drink.’ This is what Moses did, in the sight of
the elders of Israel. The place was named Massah and
Meribah because of the grumbling of the sons of Israel
and because they put the Lord to the test by saying, ‘Is
the Lord with us, or not?’

The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 94:1-2. 6-9.R. v.8

(R.) If today you hear his voice,
harden not your hearts.

1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;
hail the rock who saves us.

Let us come before him, giving thanks,
with songs let us hail the Lord. (R.)

2. Come in; let us bow and bend low;

let us kneel before the God who made us
for he is our God and we

the people who belong to his pasture,
the flock that is led by his hand. (R.)

3. O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,

as on that day at Massah in the desert

when your fathers put me to the test;

when they tried me, though they saw my work.” (R.)

SECOND READING
Romans 5:1-2. 5-8

The love of God has been poured into our hearts by the
Holy Spirit which has been given to us.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ by faith we are judged
righteous and at peace with God, since it is by faith
and through Jesus that we have entered this state of
grace in which we can boast about looking forward to
God’s glory. This hope is not deceptive, because the
love of God has been poured into our hearts by the
Holy Spirit which has been given us. We were still
helpless when at his appointed moment Christ died for
sinful men. It is not easy to die even for a good man —
though of course for someone really worthy, a man
might be prepared to die — but what proves that God
loves us is that Christ died for us while we were still
sinners.

The Word of the Lord

Response: Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
See John 4:42. 15

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world;

give me living water, that [ may never thirst again.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL
John 4:5-42

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near the
land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well is there
and Jesus, tired by the journey, sat straight down by the
well. It was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan woman
came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink.’ His
disciples had gone into the town to buy food. The Samaritan
woman said to him, ‘“What? You are a Jew and you ask me,
a Samaritan, for a drink?’ — Jews, in fact, do not associate
with Samaritans. Jesus replied:

‘If you only knew what God is offering and who it is that is
saying to you: Give me a drink, you would have been the
one to ask, and he would have given you living water.’

“You have no bucket, sir,” she answered ‘and the well is
deep: how could you get this living water? Are you a greater
man than our father Jacob who gave us this well and drank
from it himself with his sons and his cattle?’ Jesus replied:

‘Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty again: but
anyone who drinks the water that I shall give will never be
thirsty again: the water that I shall give will turn into a
spring inside him, welling up to eternal life.’

‘Sir,” said the woman, ‘give me some of that water, so that |
may never get thirsty and never have to come here again to
draw water. I see you are a prophet, sir. Our fathers
worshipped on this mountain, while you say that Jerusalem
is the place where one ought to worship.’ Jesus said:

‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you will
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem.

You worship what you do not know; we worship what we
do know;

for salvation comes from the Jews.

But the hour will come — in fact it is here already — when
true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth:
that is the kind of worshipper the Father wants.

God is spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit
and truth.’

The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah — that is,
Christ — is coming; and when he comes he will tell us
everything.” ‘I who am speaking to you,’ said Jesus ‘I am
he.’

Many Samaritans of that town had believed in him on the
strength of the woman’s testimony, so, when the Samaritans
came up to him, they begged him to stay with them. He
stayed for two days, and when he spoke to them many more
came to believe; and they said to the woman, ‘Now we no
longer believe because of what you told us; we have heard
him ourselves and we know that he really is the saviour of
the world.’

The Gospel of the Lord
Response: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

NEXT WEEK

1 Samuel 16:1. 6-7. 10-13
Ephesians 5:8-14

John 9:1-41



