
Parish Bulletin
St Carthage’s Cathedral Parish, Lismore

Serving the communities of:
St Carthage’s Cathedral, Lismore
Mass Times
Tues-Thurs 8.00am, Fri 12.05pm
Sat Vigil 5.30pm, Sun 9am & 11am
Reconciliation-Fri 11.30am-11.50am 
Sat 4.45pm-5.15pm 
St Vincent’s Hospital Chapel 
Wed 12noon 
Carmelite Monastery Chapel, 
Goonellabah 
Mon-Fri 7am, Sat 8am, Sun 7am
 

St Dympna’s Church, Dunoon
 Sunday - 8.30am 
PARISH OFFICE 
Business Manager: Ray Dunn
Operations Manager: Lance Axman
Admin. Assistant: Jenny Falls
Pastoral Associate: Sr Evelyn Omosora 
Doyle House, 6 Leycester Street
Lismore, NSW 2480.
8.30am-4.00pm weekdays
P: 6626 0200
E: admin@stcarthages.org.au
W: www.stcarthages.org.au
Postal Address
PO Box 2, Lismore, NSW 2480
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS
St Carthage’s Primary School
Janelle Heffernan 
Ph: 66215529
St John’s College, Woodlawn
Annette Reen
Ph: 6626 2600
Trinity Catholic College
Jesse Smith
Ph: 6627 6600
COMMUNITY CARE
St Carthage’s Community Care
CEO: Ray Dunn
Ph: 6620 0000
W: www.stccc.org.au
PARISH CLERGY
Bishop of Lismore 
Bishop Gregory Homeming OCD
Administrator
Fr Bing Monteagudo 
Assistant Priest
Fr Philip Borla
Deacon 
Revd Graeme Davis 

St Carthage’s Feast Day

In the Irish Martyrologies, the 14th May is St Carthage’s Feast Day. However
in the present day calendar of the Catholic Church, in which 14th May is the
feast of Saint Matthias, the memorial of Saint Carthage is celebrated on 15th
May.
The 12.05pm Mass at the Cathedral on Friday 15th May will be in celebration
of our Patron Saint, St Carthage. He was a person who loved learning and
spent much of his life teaching. His learning was guided by the older Saint,
Bishop of Castlemaine and was eventually ordained a priest.
He established the Monastery of Learning in Lismore, Ireland where he died
on the 14th May.

______________________________________________

23 May
Fr Philip Silver Jubilee

Mass, Cathedral
11.00am

Lunch at School Hall

24 May
Sacrament of

Initiation
Cathedral, 9.00am

10 May 2026, Sixth Sunday of Easter, Year A
Happy Mother’s Day

We wish all mothers, step-mothers, grandmothers, godmothers,
mothers-to-be and all those special women who take on the mother
role a very Happy Mother’s Day. We are truly blessed to have you
in our lives.
Mother’s Day Prayer
Dear Lord, on this special day, we show gratitude for all Mothers.
We thank them for their all-encompassing love, for their
commitment, care and kindness. We thank them for their strength,
for their sacrifices, and for being there in times of need. And we
thank them for their encouragement, for being our cheer leaders and
celebrating our achievements.
Lord, help Mothers know how much they are loved and appreciated.
We ask that you bless all Mothers, including those who are no longer
with us today. Amen
 ______________________________________________

15 May
Blessing of 

Parish Centre 
10.30am

Dates To Remember

St Carthage Parish Prayer 
Heavenly Father and God of Mercy, 
You have given us St.Carthage to proclaim the riches of Christ. 
By the help of his prayers may our Cathedral Parish grow in
knowledge of you, be eager to do good, and learn to walk before
you by living the truth of the gospel. 
May we walk in the footsteps of the Good Shepherd keeping before
us the example of St Carthage. Educate us to a maturity not
measured by nature, but by the fullness of Christ with the guidance
of the Holy Spirit, we offer this prayer through Christ our Lord.
Amen. 

Silver Jubilee of Profession
There will be a special Mass to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of Profession 

of Sr Mary Elizabeth of the Trinity 
at the Carmelite Monastery on Monday May 25 at 11.00am. 

All are welcome
There will be no 7.00am Mass on this day.



For your prayers;
Of your charity please pray for the repose of the souls of those
who have died recently: Max Lewis, Kay Cheevers, Noel Webb,
Vittorio De Cristofaro, Ann Gava, Judith Perry, Mick Hand,
Louise Bradford-Smith, Grace Aboc, Isabell Allan, Jason Ross,
Caroline Hudson.
And for those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 
Pope Francis, Bishop Satterthwaite, Bishop John Carroll,
Angela (Rosetta) Polese, Veronica and Lester Shelton,
Terry Coffey, Peter Brown, Ana Kriegel, Brian Tarlinton,
G. Percy Gomez, Warren Bird, Kathleen Bollard,
Bridget Collits, Nita and Frank Willis.
Please also remember the sick and all in need who have asked for
our prayers:  Jacob Rixon, Marlene Tooley, Jeff  Herman,
Polese and Ghidinelli Families, Deceased members of the Burns
Family. 

(Please let the office know of anyone that needs to be added to
the sick list.)

May 16/17 - The Ascension of the Lord, Year A
 

Saturday 5.30pm - 
Reader 1                                   Janelle H
Reader 2                                   Suzanne N
Offertory                                 Irene S & Margaret K
Extraordinary Minister          Julian H & Sisters                     
Collectors                                John M & Thomas K                        
 

Sunday 9.00am
Reader 1                                   Robert I
Reader 2                                   Georgia H
Offertory                                  Kevin & Karen H
Extraordinary Minister          Margaret I
Collectors                             Emegilda F & Lester G
Sunday 11.00am 
Reader 1                                    May H
Reader 2                                    Jennifer J
Offertory                                   Tintu J / Pavin
Extraordinary Minister            Steve M
Collectors                                  Rosa H & Dion D
 

Liturgy Roster

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Carmelite Missionaries every
Thursday, 4.00-5.00pm in St Mary’s
Chapel.

Carmelite Monastry after the 7am
Mass on the First Friday of the Month

St Carthage’s Cathedral 5.00pm on the
First Friday of the Month

For further information, approach any of
the sisters or call 0481 035 989.

Sacrament of Confirmation (Year 3 and
above) and the Sacraments of Reconciliation
and Eucharist (Year 4 and above).
Information is available by phoning the
Parish Office (6626 0200) and enrolment
forms are at the back of the Churches. 

State School Sacramental Program:               
During this term we will be starting the sacramental
program for children who are ready to recieve the



Eucharist28 Update – Renewal has begun!

The International Eucharistic Congress in Sydney in 2028 (‘Eucharist28’) will be a global
gathering of the Church centred on the Eucharist, the source and summit of our Christian
lives, culminating in a Papal Mass with Pope Leo XIV. It will be a festival of faith, rich with
worship, prayer, testimonies, art, music – a truly ‘once in a lifetime’ experience, and a
transformative moment for our nation. 

But this is more than an event in Sydney. It is a national journey, an invitation to renewal
for the whole Church, wherever we are. The journey begins now, in our own hearts,
in our own parishes.

Across the Easter weekend, thousands of catechumens and candidates throughout
Australia were baptised and received into full communion with the Church.
Our churches were alive with faith—pews filled, hearts renewed. 

It was a beautiful witness to what the Church is called to be every week, not only at
Christmas and Easter.

The great gift of the Eucharist is that it is not merely a story remembered over a few sacred
days. At every Mass, we encounter the reality itself: we offer ourselves to God alongside
Christ, truly present in our midst. 
How wonderful it would be to see our pews full every week—because people have truly encountered the living
Lord in the Eucharist!
 
For more information and regular updates, please register on the website: eucharist28.org 

“We are an Easter people, and Alleluia is our song!”
 — Pope Saint John Paul II

Reading Reflection
The Spirit, an advocate for our faith

This week’s readings prepare us for Ascension Sunday next week, as they instruct Christians on how to live in the
world while we wait for Christ’s return. Although Jesus’ defeat of death has forever transformed what it means to

be human, we live in this waiting period where salvation has already been won for us but is not yet fulfilled. 
 

Jesus comforts all Christians by promising us that, although we cannot see him face to face, we will know that “I
am in my Father, and you are in me and I in you.” And in today’s readings, we see that Jesus will fulfil this

promise by sending the Holy Spirit. The coming of the Holy Spirit inaugurates a new way of living for Christians
that Paul elsewhere describes as the ‘new life in the Spirit’.

 

The first reading reveals the joy that this new way of living can bring. Reading from Acts, we see the power of the
Holy Spirit setting the people of Samaria free from suffering and disease and coming to dwell with them

permanently. 
 

And as Peter tells us in the second reading, the new life in the Spirit continues even through trials when we need
to persevere in our faith. When proclaiming Christ is received with rejection rather than joy, the Holy Spirit is

still just as present as ever. Indeed, the Holy Spirit will help us respond to the world with “gentleness and
reverence.” 

 

The coming of the Holy Spirit is Jesus’ promise to all of us who have faith in him. The word that Jesus uses here
for the Holy Spirit, paraclete (in Greek), means advocate, defender or consoler and is often used to describe a

helper or witness in a court of law. Just as Peter tells his readers to be ready for whenever they are called to make
a defence for themselves, Jesus promises a defender who will always be with them.

 

The Holy Spirit is an advocate and witness for our faith. The Holy Spirit also testifies to Christ’s saving work in
our lives, including times of doubts, trials and shortcomings. In a world that sometimes seems devoid of God’s
presence and action, the Holy Spirit dwells within us to help us “sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts.” The

Holy Spirit also provides the grace to help us trust and persevere when it is difficult to keep his commandments.
And, when we listen, we are reminded that our new life with God is better than anything the world can offer us.

 

When the world rejects Christ and his good news, we have the Holy Spirit to help us follow Christ, loving as he
loved, suffering as he suffered, and living in unity with the Father as he has made possible. And when we do this,

God himself, in the fully divine person of the Holy Spirit, advocates for us, defends us and comforts us.
 

Joseph Doyle © Majellan Media 2026



FIRST READING
Acts of the Apostles 8:5-8. 14-17
Philip went to a Samaritan town and proclaimed the
Christ to them. The people united in welcoming the
message Philip preached, either because they had heard
of the miracles he worked or because they saw them for
themselves. There were, for example, unclean spirits that
came shrieking out of many who were possessed, and
several paralytics and cripples were cured. As a result
there was great rejoicing in that town.
When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to
them, and they went down there, and prayed for the
Samaritans to receive the Holy Spirit, for as yet he had
not come down on any of them: they had only been
baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
The Word of the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 65:1-7. 16. 20. R. see v.1
(R.) Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

Cry out with joy to God all the earth, 
O sing to the glory of his name.
O render him glorious praise.
Say to God: ‘How tremendous your deeds! (R.)
‘Before you all the earth shall bow;  
shall sing to you, sing to your name!’
Come and see the works of God,
tremendous his deeds among men. (R.)
He turned the sea into dry land,         
they passed through the river dry-shod.
Let our joy then be in him;
he rules for ever by his might. (R.)
Come and hear, all who fear God.     
I will tell what he did for my soul:
Blessed be God who did not reject my prayer
nor withhold his love from me. (R.)

SECOND READING
1 Peter 3:15-18
Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and always
have your answer ready for people who ask you the
reason for the hope that you all have. But give it with
courtesy and respect and with a clear conscience, so that
those who slander you when you are living a good life in
Christ may be proved wrong in the accusations that they
bring. And if  it is the will of God that you should suffer,
it is better to suffer for doing right than for doing wrong.
Why, Christ himself, innocent though he was, had died
once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to God. In the
body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to
life.
The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia! Alleluia!
All who love me will keep my words,
and my Father will love them and we will come to
them.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
John 14:15-21
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘If  you love me you will keep my commandments.
I shall ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate to be with you for ever, that Spirit of truth
whom the world can never receive since it neither
sees nor knows him;
but you know him, because he is with you, he is in
you.
I will not leave you orphans;
I will come back to you.
In a short time the world will no longer see me;
but you will see me, because I live and you will live.
On that day you will understand that I am in my
Father and you in me and I in you.
Anybody who receives my commandments and keeps
them will be one who loves me;
and anybody who loves me will be loved by my
Father, and I shall love him and show myself  to him.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Response: Praise to you, Jesus Christ.

NEXT WEEK
Acts 1:1-11
Ephesians 1:17-23
Matthew 28:16-20

The Catholic Weekly
The Weekly is available at the back of the 
Cathedral for $2.00.
 
Some of the stories in this week’s edition are:

Alice Springs community prays after child’s
death
Sydney Synod sets new direction
The unseen faces of the homelessness
Mother’s Day: Faith and love without limits
Refelction: Sharpening the soul through prayer
Archbishop Fisher’s homily: Ruins to
reconciliation

You can subscribe to the Catholic Weekly by
following this link:
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/subscriptions-
to-the-catholic-weekly/

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/subscriptions-to-the-catholic-weekly/
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/subscriptions-to-the-catholic-weekly/
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