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An ever-generous God

Diary Dates
St Thérèse of the Child Jesus

  October 1 - 10am Mass at Carmelite
  Monastery 

Parish Morning Tea

 October 4 after the 9:00am Mass in
 the D’Arcy Room

Christian Meditation

  Tuesdays, 12 noon at the Parish
  Centre.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

  Carmelite Missionaries, Thursdays,  
  4.00 - 5.00pm, St Mary’s Chapel

  Carmelite Monastery 
  after  the 7am Mass on
  the first Friday of the 
  Month

  St Carthage’s Cathedral 
  5.00pm on the first Friday of the
  Month

In the gospel parable we might wonder is this the way God acts? 
It doesn’t seem fair to pay everyone the same wage, whether they
have worked the entire day or for an hour, even if it was agreed to
by the workers at the beginning.  
 

Then, at the parable’s end, the landowner says to these upset
workers, ‘Why be envious when I am generous?’   
 

But we could say it’s unjust; what about a fair go for all, not simply
those who waited all day for work. Justice is central to the parable,
but justice as a form of compassion, ensuring everyone gets paid a
living wage, from the first to the last. However, if the wage is a
metaphor of salvation, whether we’ve worked for a long time or
not isn’t really the issue; we can’t earn salvation, it’s a gift, and
wanting more of it doesn’t make sense.   
 

We begin to see how generosity and envy too are at the heart of
this gospel, and how envy is a response to a perceived lack of
generosity on God’s part. It distracts us from what we have been
given, and we fixate on what others have – such as money, house,
car, status – and that’s what we want. The media thrives on this,
whether social or otherwise, as the cartoon character called Envy
reminds us: she has ‘a big appetite for everything she doesn’t
have.’   
 

This is why gratitude is important, because it enables us to give
thanks for what we have been given. So too trust: trust in what
Jesus has promised us. As we come to trust in God, we begin to
realise that God provides for us and we’re able to give thanks for
the gift of Jesus’ life.  
 

In doing so, we come to see that God gives us all we need and
gradually we begin to recognise that we have been living in a 
self-enclosed world where scarcity and ambition rule. It’s then that
we come to understand our need to be free of envy if our lives are
to be open to the generosity of God; and it’s not just St Francis,
giving up his lavish lifestyle, who reveals this to us, but it’s to be
seen in our own lives. Or are we too locked into a way of life that
prevents us from seeing it, and so denies us the freedom to live in
God’s love?   
 

In the second reading Paul, in prison, sees clearly the meaning of
his life: ‘Life to me, of course, is Christ.’ Jesus is our life too and the
gift of himself is more than enough. He gives himself to us so we
might give away to others what we have received. While the first
reading from Isaiah speaks of God’s love for his people. God’s
thoughts and ways are beyond our understanding, and yet God is
close to us and rich in forgiveness. This is the ever-generous God
who gives us everything we’ll ever need.   
Damian Coleridge © Majellan Media 2026   



5.30pm Saturday 19 September Saturday 26 September

Welcomers Margaret C & Margaret R Ruth & Steve P

Reader 1 Margaret C Cathy D

Reader 2 Fiona F John M

Offertory Jim & Gale M Barry & Kath G

Extraordinary Minister Julian H & Br John H Suzanne N & Sisters

Adult Servers/Acolytes Julian H

Collection Steve M & Thomas K Steven M & Thomas K

9.00am Sunday 20 September Sunday 27 September

Welcomers Minda M & Daryl G Pauline G & Minda M

Reader 1 Pauline G Robert I 

Reader 2 Russell S Allison C

Offertory Margaret S & Pretty L Jithin J & Anju

Extraordinary Minister Br Bill Daryl G

Adult Servers/Acolytes

Collection Emgilda F & Lester G Emgilda F & Mark C

11.00am Sunday 20 September Sunday 27 September

Welcomers Bill B & Gemma B Bill B & Irene S

Reader 1 Paul C Margaret A

Reader 2 May H Gemma B

Offertory Marcy Mae L & Anita R Loyed & Wilma D

Extraordinary Minister Steve M Nestor B

Adult Servers/Acolytes Bryan & Lancelot H

Collection Rosa Mae H & Dion D Kelvin B & Leo B Jr

Mass Times

St Carthage’s Cathedral, Lismore 
Tuesday-Thursday    8.00am 
Friday                          12.05pm 
Saturday Vigil             5.30pm
Sunday                        9.00am and 11.00am 
Reconciliation 
Friday                          11.30am to 11.50am 
Saturday                      4.45pm to 5.15pm 

St Vincent’s Hospital Chapel 
Wednesday                12 noon 

Carmelite Monastery Chapel, Goonellabah 
Monday-Friday           7.00am
Saturday                      8.00am 
Sunday                         7.00am 

St Dympna’s Church, Dunoon 
Sunday                        8.30am 

Our Lady Help Of Christians, South Lismore
Saturday Vigil            4.00pm

Parish Contact Details
PARISH OFFICE
11 Leycester St, Lismore NSW 2480
8.30am–4.00pm weekdays
P: 6626 0200
E: admin@stcarthages.org.au
W: www.stcarthages.org.au
Postal: PO Box 2, Lismore NSW 2480 
Business Manager: Ray Dunn 
Operations Manager: Lance Axman 
Parish Secretary: Jenny Falls 
Pastoral Associate: Sr Evelyn Omosora CM
 

PARISH CLERGY
Most Rev Gregory Homeming OCD 
             Bishop of Lismore Diocese
Rev Fr Bing Monteagudo 
             Parish Administrator 
Rev Fr Philip Borla 
             Assistant Priest
Rev Mr Graeme Davis 
             Deacon
 

SCHOOL PRINCIPALS
St Carthage's Primary School
Janelle Heffernan · Ph: 6621 5529

St John's College, Woodlawn
Annette Reen · Ph: 6626 2600

Trinity Catholic College
Jesse Smith · Ph: 6627 6600 

Our Lady Help Of Christians
Brendan Moloney · Ph: 6621 5490

COMMUNITY CARE
St Carthage's Community Care
CEO: Ray Dunn · Ph: 6620 0000
W: www.stccc.org.au 

For your prayers
Of your charity please pray for the repose of the souls of those who
have died recently: Val Heffernan, John Grimmer, Jack Magee, Michael
Rogowski, Barry Flynn, Jennifer Prodger, Joy Bazzana, Stephan Daly, Anne-
Marie Cerdor and Geoff Osborn.                   

And for those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 
Fr Frank Mulcahy, Fr James Reilly, Timoteo Calunsag, Nancy Cross, William
Toolie, 
Micheal Moss,Nancy & Frank Tarlinton, North Family, Boath Family,
Lobegeier Family, Marie, Frank & Tom Fields, Rufa Suan.

Please also remember the sick and all in need who have asked for our
prayers: Russell Watt, Justin Sheridan, Maureen Patch, Dawn Brohier, 
Moira Turndull, Angela Tucker, Cloe Kiely, Jacob Rixon, Jeff Herman, 
Marlene Tooley.

Special Intentions: Anastacio Caldeo, Fernando and Lorenzo Castillo, 
Terry Sims, Bridget Collits.

If you know of anyone who requires Home Communion please call
the office on 6626 0200.

http://www.stccc.org.au/


Columban Art Calendar
The Catholic Bookshop in 
St. VIncent’s Hospital - Avondale
Entrance, now has 2027 Columban
Calendars in stock.

The Catholic Book and Gift Shop is
also where you can purchase
Sunday Missals. 
Open Mon - Fri, 9am - 3.pm.

St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus - October 1
St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus, also known as St. Thérèse of Lisieux, was born 
on January 2, 1873, in Alençon, France. From an early age, Thérèse exhibited 
a profound devotion to God. Her parents, Louis and Zélie Martin, were deeply
 religious, and both have since been canonized, emphasizing the sanctity that 
surrounded Thérèse from her birth.

Thérèse felt a strong call to join the Carmelite convent in Lisieux, where two 
of her older sisters were already members. However, at only 15, she was too
young according to the usual regulations. Demonstrating her determination, 
Thérèse sought special permission from the Bishop of Bayeux and even 
traveled to Rome with her father, Louis Martin, to appeal directly to Pope Leo XIII. The Holy
Father granted her permission, and in 1888, she entered the Carmelite Monastery of Lisieux,
taking the religious name “Thérèse of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face.”

Inside the monastery, Thérèse did not perform grand gestures or extraordinary deeds that would
set her apart. Instead, she focused on doing small things with immense love—a spiritual
approach that would later become known as “The Little Way.” She believed that holiness could be
found in the simplicity of everyday life, carried out with great love and humility. Thérèse’s
spirituality was grounded in her conviction that any person could achieve sanctity by doing small,
ordinary tasks with extraordinary love for God.

Her motto, “Love is repaid by love alone,” encapsulated her devotion and became her guide in
everything she did. She took even the smallest trials and offered them up as sacrifices to God,
seeing them as opportunities to grow closer to Jesus. Thérèse once said, “What matters in life is
not great deeds, but great love.” This simplicity and faithfulness inspired all those around her,
making her an embodiment of love and humility

On Thursday 1 October at 10am, the Carmelite Monastery will be holding a special Mass to
celebrate the Feast of St Thérèse. There will be blessings of roses after Mass.
 

Please note there will be no 7am Mass on this day. 

Called to Accompany Our Young People
The Parish Youth Group is seeking adult volunteers to help support the faith journey of young
people within our parish community.
This is an opportunity to answer the Church's call to accompany the next generation, helping
them encounter Christ and grow as disciples through authentic relationships and community.
All volunteers must meet our Safeguarding requirements. If you have a willingness to be present,
encourage young people, and serve alongside a dedicated team or would like further informaton,
please contact the parish office on 6626 0200. 

                            Bell Tower Library
                             The Bell Tower Library is 
                             now operating at 
                             St Carthage’s Cathedral
before and after the weekend Masses. 
All books have been donated so please
take one at a time. This is an honour
system, no records will be kept. 



Planned Giving and Collections
Bank Deposit: Please use Surname and envelope 
number (if applicable) as a reference e.g. Smith - giving

First Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 144:2-3. 8-9. 17-18. R.v.18
(R.) The Lord is near to all who call him.

I will bless you day after day 
and praise your name for ever. 
the Lord is great, highly to be praised, 
his greatness cannot be measured. (R.) 

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, abounding in love. 
How good is the Lord to all, 
compassionate to all his creatures. (R.) 

The Lord is just in all his ways  
and loving in all his deeds. 
He is close to all who call him, 
who call on him from their hearts. (R.) 

Second Reading: Philippians 1:20-24. 27

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia! Alleluia!
Open our hearts, O Lord,
to listen to the words of your son.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16

20 SEPTEMBER 2026

Second Collection 
(Support of Parish and Ministries)

St Carthage’s Cathedral Parish General Account 
BSB 062 565          A/c 10435599

First Collection
(Support of Diocesan Priests) 

 

St Carthage’s Cathedral Parish Clergy Account 
BSB 062 565          A/c 10435601

Photos
We are currently in the process of revamping
our website and are looking for past and
current photos of parishioners and the
Churches in our area - 
Cathedral, St Dympna’s Dunoon, Carmellite
Monastery and OLHC.
If you have any we could use please send
them to office@stcarthages.org.au

Smart wearables & 
recording devices

As smart watches and glasses with recording capabitities
become more common, we must protect the privacy and
dignity of everyone in our parishes.

Recording people or conversations without consent is not
permitted, especially in child-related and pastoral
environments. Please check with your parish or ministry
before using personal recording devices.

Thank you for helping us maintain a safe and respectful
environment.

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cphi#phi001
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